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not tolerate it any more than Germany. These things have gone on
long enough, and I will reply by force to any further provocations.
I want to state once again: I wish to avoid war with your country.
I will not attack France, but if she joins in the conflict, I will see it
through to the bitter end. As you are aware, I have just concluded
a pact with Moscow that is not only theoretical, but, I may say,
practical. I believe I shall win, and you believe you will win: what
is certain is that above all French and German blood will flow, the
blood of two equally courageous peoples. I say again, it is painful
to me to think we might come to that. Please tell this to President
Daladier on my behalf."

With these words, Herr Hitler rose to show that the interview
was over. Under the circumstances I could make only a brief reply.
I told him, first of all, that I knew that all misunderstanding had
now been removed; yet that, in a moment as grave as this, I emphati-
cally gave him my word of honour as a soldier that I had no doubt
whatever that in the event of Poland's being attacked, France would
assist her with all the forces at her command. I was able, however, to
give him my word also that the Government of the Republic would
still do all it could to preserve peace and would not spare its counsels of
moderation to the Polish Government.

The Chancellor replied: "I believe you; I even believe that men
like M. Beck are moderate, but they are no longer in control of the
situation."

I added that if French and German blood were to flow, this
blood-money, however costly, would not be the only payment
to be made. The ravages of a war that would certainly be a long
one would bring a succession of ghastly miseries in their train. Though
I was, as he said, definitely certain of our victory, I feared, at the
same time, that at the end of a war, the sole real victor would be
M. Trotsky. The Chancellor, interrupting me, exclaimed: "Why,
then, did you give Poland a blank cheque?"

I replied by recalling the events of last March and the deep impres-
sion they had made on French minds, the feeling of insecurity to which
they had given rise and which had led us to strengthen our alliances. I
repeated that our most ardent desire was to maintain peace; that we
continued to exert a moderating influence in Warsaw; and that I could
not believe that it was impossible to bring the incidents complained of
to an end.

I had hinted earlier that the German Press seemed to me to have
considerably exaggerated the number and importance of these inci-
dents, and I had mentioned in particular the case reported by the
Angriff on August 15 of the German engineer who was said to have
been brutally murdered for political reasons, whereas, in actual fact, he
had been, on June 15, the victim of an ordinary quarrel whose motives
were exclusively passionate. Herr Hitler replied that he had indeed
been informed of our moderating influence in Warsaw; yet the incidents
were increasing. As for the events of last March, he added, it was
true that he had taken the provinces of Bohemia and Moravia under
yg protection, but he had preserved the liberties of the inhabitants,
and anyone who touched a hair of their heads would pay dearly for